STANDISH VOICE
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES
FEBRUARY 23, 2016
The meeting commenced at 7.45pm
Management Committee present: Gill Foster, Janet Monks, Fran Aiken, Sarah Djali, Paul Ogden, Brian Jones, Diane Gore, Allan Foster, Karen Bliss, Paul Dandy

1. Apologies: Nic Macmillan, Nicky Ogden, Ron Wade, Dave King.
2. Minutes: The minutes of January’s Management Committee meeting were passed without alteration.
3. Update: a) Locality/Aecom support. Gill said she was still in negotiations over support for a masterplan report for the village centre. She hoped this would be resolved soon and has been assured the report could be finalised by the end of April, in line with the timescales for creating policies for the Neighbourhood Plan (NP). She also said the a report, produced by Aecom to assess the necessity for a housing needs survey, had concluded that a full report was needed. This would now be carried out. She also said the findings of the initial report were of great value to Standish Voice (SV) and the creation of the NP.

b) Gill said the Asset of Community Value application for the ponds and open space at Robin Hill had been agreed and adopted by Wigan Council. She said three more ACV applications had been submitted: Standish Cricket Club, The Lychgate pub and The Crown pub, at Worthington. Gill thanked Dave for doing this.
4. Standish In Bloom/Incredible Edible: Tony Jones, chair of Standish In Bloom, gave a talk about revitalising his group and also about an aim to establish an Incredible Edible organisation in Standish. He said he was in talks with Wigan Council to do this and they would be undertaking an audit of available green space in the village centre for this. He said the aim was to also include the three primary schools and the My Life charity. A bid would be put in to Standish Community Fund. Gill thanked him and said Standish Voice would offer its support and would liaise with him about including some of these ideas within the NP if possible.
5. Standish Christmas Market: Paul said the second meeting of the Market organising committee had met the day before and was progressing well. However, SV Events Lead Paul Dandy had decided to step down from this role and on the Markets committee due to work commitments. Heidi Lipscombe had agreed to take over this role initially. Meetings with the Rector and Wigan Council about the Market were being arranged.
6. Wigan Council workshop: Gill said she and Paul would be giving a presentation to a number of Wigan Council officers at the Town Hall to inform them of the progress of the NP and to discuss the Service Level Agreement which had been enacted. She hoped it would smooth the process of co-operation in the lead up to creating the NP.
7. Car Parking Working Group: Paul said the first meeting of the Car Parking Subgroup would be held on Monday, February 29. The subgroup was Paul Ogden (Lead, Vice Chair), Brian Jones (Transport Lead), Phil Hawkins (Working Group), and Rob Owen, Heather Mulliner and Kevin Hargreaves from Wigan Council. Gill also expressed an interest to attend too. 
8. Working Groups: Gill said working groups had been established to look at detailed policies for the NP with a committee member as a lead person. These were: Housing (Gill), Open Space/Parks/Environment (Janet), Village Centre (Paul), Transport (Brian), Rail Station (it was hoped Ron could do this), Health/Well-being (Fran), Education (Sarah), Community Facilities (Nic), Employment/Business (Diane). A workshop session on Saturday, February 27, for the committee would finalise these. Paul said when these were finalised, the committee and working group would be invited to join the various subgroups.
9. Planning applications: Allan said the objection to the outline application for 128 homes on Rectory Lane had been lodged with the council. Paul said he had attended a meeting of campaigners objecting to the demolition of The Crown pub, restaurant and hotel in Worthington and had offered SV's full support. He said he was helping them run the campaign and would write an objection against the plan on behalf of Standish Voice.

10.  Date of next meeting: The next meeting will be March 23 (amended), 2016.

The meeting ended at 9.45pm



