STANDISH VOICE

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES
SEPTEMBER 17, 2017
The meeting commenced at 7.45pm

Management Committee present: Allan Foster, Diane Gore, Brian Jones, Paul Ogden, Gill Foster, Sarah Djali, Fran Aiken 
1. Apologies: Dave King, Andrew Holliday, Nicky Ogden, Jaime Jones, Ron Wade, Janet Monks, Karen Bliss
2. Declarations of interest: Paul Ogden declared an interest in the item on Bloor Homes as he lives next to the site.
3. Minutes: The minutes of August’s Management Committee meeting were passed without alteration.
4. Update: Gill said that she and Paul had attended a number of meetings with Wigan Council’s planning department to discuss the finalisation of the draft version of Standish Neighbourhood Plan (NP). Discussions had also taken place about the decision by a planning inspector to allow Himor’s application for around 130 homes on land off Rectory Lane.
5. Planning applications
i) Rectory Lane. Gill reported to the meeting that she, Coun George Fairhurst and Coun Ray Whittingham gave evidence at the public inquiry into the Himor appeal against refusal of planning permission for around 130 homes on land off Rectory Lane. She said that Himor had won the appeal and costs had been awarded against the council. She said the main reason for the planning inspector overturning Wigan Council being minded to refuse the application was the council’s lack of a ‘five year supply’ of housing. As Wigan could not demonstrate this, the council’s housing policies were deemed out of date and so planning applications could not be refused on policy grounds. She said that the Standish Voice (SV) committee had considered this ruling when finalising its draft policies on housing in the NP.
ii) Bloor Homes. Allan said that SV were awaiting the new planning application from Bloor Homes regarding an increase in the number of homes it wants to build on land off Pepper Lane and Robin Hill. He said an extra 50 homes was a significant figure and SV had already informed Wigan Council that it regarded this new amount as having to warrant a fresh planning application, rather than a mere revision of an existing one.
iii) Bradley Hall Trading Estate. Gill said that a public presentation had been made earlier in the month by the Government’s Homes and Communities Agency about a revised plan to build homes on part of Bradley Hall trading estate, which would increase the number of homes planned by about a dozen. She said she and Allan had attended the presentation on behalf of SV and asked a number of questions about the scheme. She said that a new application was expected in the coming months. Paul said that SV would be pressing for an original condition, which was placed on the first application, to upgrade the existing part of the trading estate, to be also attached to any new planning permission. This would be to ensure that the remaining employment area was given a viable future. Gill said she was liaising with the HCA and was hoping to arrange another meeting with them to discuss the proposals.

6. Progress on the draft Neighbourhood Plan: Gill apologised about the fact that the latest deadline for publication of the draft Standish Neighbourhood Plan - the end of summer - had been missed. She said this was due to consideration on a number of policies needing more time, especially in relation to the Rectory Lane appeal. She said that the publication date of the draft plan would now be set for the end of September.
7. Community events: Paul said that preparations for the second Standish Christmas Market were progressing well. The Mayor had agreed to open the event, stall bookings were at a good level and that a number of other Standish organisations had agreed to take part.
8. Any other business: Paul said that at an SV meeting earlier in summer, anti-social behaviour being a problem on Church Street was mentioned. He said he had been in contact with the local policing team over summer and the residents had responded to SV that the ASB problem had eased during that time.
7.   Date of next meeting: Tuesday, October 17.

The meeting ended at 9.40pm


