STANDISH VOICE

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES
17 OCTOBER, 2017
The meeting commenced at 7.45pm

Management Committee present: Gill Foster, Paul Ogden, Fran Aiken, Janet Monks, Nicky Ogden, Diane Gore, Allan Foster, Sarah Djali, Dave King, Ron Wade 

1. Apologies: Rev Canon Andrew Holliday, Nic Macmillan, Karen Bliss, Brian Jones, Jaime Jones
2. Minutes: The minutes of September’s Management Committee meeting were passed without alteration.
3. Declarations of interest: None

4. Update: 
i) Meetings with Wigan Council. Gill said that meetings with planning officers at Wigan Council had continued to take place over the Neighbourhood Plan and she thanked the council for preparing maps that had been used in documents relating to it.
5. Planning applications:
i) Chinese Delight: Allan said that a planning application had been submitted for housing on the site of the Chinese Delight restaurant on Preston Road. He said the site had been identified by Standish Voice as a potential site for homes and had been allocated as such in the draft Neighbourhood Plan. However, he said the submitted plans were not in keeping with surrounding buildings and the proposed construction was overbearing. He said Standish Voice had objected to the current plans. Gill said the site had been identified for the Plan for homes which should be all either ‘affordable housing’ or accommodation for older people. She said Standish Voice had tried to form a dialogue with the builder who owned the land but he had not responded positively, which was disappointing.
6. Chadwick car park: Allan said a planning application for the car park at Chadwick’s shop would be supported by Standish Voice with conditions that the new car park is open to the public for up to three hours, had a good surface, lighting and landscaping and is free of charge, although it was acknowledged that financial outlay may need to be recouped.
7. David Kearsley, Principle Planning Officer, Wigan Council: Gill thanked David for attending the meeting. David outlined the council’s role in the preparation of Standish Neighbourhood Plan and also the planning implications of the recent public inquiry into an application for housing on Rectory Lane.
8. Tracy Gordon, Homes and Communities Agency: Gill thanked Tracy for attending the meeting. Tracy said that the HCA had bought part of Bradley Hall trading estate and intended to apply for planning permission for 163 homes on the site, which had been owned by land company HIMOR. She said that the application would be submitted in early December and a number of developers were being consulted about buying the site. Questions were asked about the proposed development, including access and a sum of money given to the owners of the existing industrial estate to improve it as part of the original application for houses, passed in 2014.
9. Progress on the Neighbourhood Plan: Gill said the Regulation 14 consultation had started on the Plan, which would be run for six weeks. She said 10,000 leaflets would be distributed, including by hand to all addresses in the Neighbourhood Area, in school book bags and via public buildings and shops, pubs and businesses. Posters and drop-in sessions at the library had also been organised. 

10. Community events/Standish Christmas Market: Paul said that final preparations for the Market - on December 2 - were taking place and said he was confident that another successful event would take place.
11. Christmas Decorations subgroup: Ron said the group was in discussion to organise Christmas Decorations and the buying and siting of a living Christmas Tree was being looked into.
12.  Date of next meeting: Gill said the date of the next meeting would be the AGM, which would be announced in due course.

The meeting ended at 9.45pm


