STANDISH VOICE
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES
AGM - JANUARY 29, 2025

The meeting commenced at 7.45pm at Albert’s, Standish
Management Committee present: Gill Foster, Nicky Ogden, Sharon Gerrard, Allan Foster, Paul Ogden, Kathy Robertson, Sarah Djali, Paul Ogden, Ron Wade, Diane Gore, Fran Aiken. 
 Apologies: Janet Monks, Andrew Holliday, Ian Trafford, Judith Atherton.
1. Minutes: The minutes of the 2024 AGM were passed without alteration.
1. Annual reports: 
Chair’s report: Gill Foster, Chair of Standish Voice, gave her Annual Report of the past year. She outlined another year of work by Standish Voice (SV) and its committee, including working with the council to improve footpaths and cycleways, plant trees on Robin Hill Field, improve pedestrian safety at Bradley Lane bridge, and push forward other projects outlined in Standish Neighbourhood Plan. She said SV helped to secure the return to hotel status for Kilhey Court and the Britannia Hotel after being used to accommodate asylum seekers and successfully lobbied the council to refuse planning applications linked to housing on Pepper Lane and Chorley Road. She thanked committee members for their hard work, including Dave King, who sadly passed away during the year. Gill outlined plans for 2025, including working with the council to redesignate SV as a neighbourhood forum and on the new Wigan Local Plan. (See the SV website for the full report).
1. Vice Chair’s Report: Paul Ogden, Vice Chair of Standish Voice, gave his Annual Report and said Standish Voice had celebrated 10 years of existence and the biggest project outside of the Neighbourhood Plan had been Standish Christmas Market. The recent event had been a huge success and he thanked everyone associated with it. He said SV was supporting Save Standish Spire appeal, which included commissioning a video detailing the history and architecture of St Wilfrid’s Church, and a fundraising Standish poster. He said lobbying to prevent Green Belt erosion in Standish in the Greater Manchester strategic plan had been successful. He said SV continued to help other groups with Brighter Borough funding and thanked Phil and Karen Bliss for organising Standish Poppy Appeal. Paul also thanked committee members and Gill as chair for her dedication and leadership. (See the SV website for the full report).
1. Annual Accounts: Treasurer Karen Bliss presented the annual accounts saying that they were healthy. She said a large number of items relating to the purchase of groceries had gone through the accounts in relation to Standish Coronavirus Help. The committee agreed to accept the accounts and Gill thanked Karen for her hard work as Treasurer during the past year.
1. Election of Committee Members: Five members of the committee came to the end of their three-year tenure and all wanted to stand again. As no other members had expressed a wish to stand, all five were re-elected to the committee for another three years. They were Fran Aiken, Allan Foster, Sarah Djali, Diane Gore and Kathy Robertson.
1. Election of Officers: Gill was unanimously re-elected as Chair; Paul was unanimously 
re-elected as Vice Chair, and Karen was unanimously re-elected as Treasurer.

The meeting ended at 8.30pm

